Herbicide use on Family Forests
By Ron Berryman, RPF

Forest landowners, at some time in their management of their property, will be faced with
the problem of unwanted vegetation. Unwanted vegetation may be suppressing the
growth of desired tree species or may be dense enough to constitute a real fire hazard.
Whatever the circumstance, the problem quickly becomes “How do I get rid of the darn
stuff?”

Whether removed by chainsaw or bulldozer, landowners are often dismayed at how fast
the brush returns and how completely it occupies the site.

This is an example of one of the key tenets of nature, that Mother Nature does not like
unvegetated ground. Woody brush species, whether they are cut, mowed, or plowed,
always find a way to re-occupy the site.

Herbicides, used judiciously, can buy you more complete control by killing the entire
plant rather than just the part above ground that we always see.

Before we go any further, I have to caution you that using restricted herbicides on your
own property requires an applicators license from the state Department of Food and
Agriculture. There is a short test you must pass as well as a requirement for continuing
education to keep your license valid. Most county offices have a representative that can
help you with the process of providing the information necessary to obtain a license.

If you balk at this stage of the game, don’t fear as there are plenty of herbicide applicators
who do this for a living and would be more than happy to control your brush for a
reasonable fee.

For those who are new to the herbicide world, it is advisable to contact a Pest Control
Advisor (PCA) to ensure that the proper herbicide is used on the proper species in the
proper amounts in a proper manner

Herbicides can only be used for species that appear on the label that is unique to each
herbicide. As an example, if one wanted to treat poison oak (and who among us doesn’t)
there are several herbicides such as Roundup®, Garlon®, Habitat®or Stalker® whose
labels permit its use on poison oak.

Labels are so important in the herbicide business that they should be read very carefully
so the user completely understands their uses and limitations. Labels must be present on
the herbicide containers at the spray site so that they can be referenced when needed.
Vegetation Management Tables listing several common brush species and sample
herbicide programs have been provided by both Wilbur-Ellis Company and Dow Agro-
Science on this web site following this article.

One should resist the temptation to “juice up” the recommended percentage of herbicide
to be applied. Human nature drives us to think that if a 2% solution is effective, then a






